Butte Restoration Alliance
Monthly Meeting Notes
May 25, 2010

         






Holiday Inn Express
7–9:00 PM
Facilitator:  Julie Crowley
Attendees:  Jocelyn Dodge, Cindy McIlveen, Janice Hogan, Kriss Douglass, Mark Reavis, Elizabeth Erickson, Floyd Bossard, John Ray, Jim Shive, Bill MacGregor, Butch Gerbrandt, Gordon Flanders, Bob Worley, Deb Bishop, Pete Godtland, Brian Holland, Todd Hoar, and Suzzann Nordwick.  
Guests:  Wendy Thomi (EPA), Jon Sesso (B-SB), Nick Tucci (MBMG), Pat Cunneen (NRDP), Tom Malloy (B-SB Reclamation Manager), Jim Jarvis (B-SB) and Joe Griffin (DEQ).
Meeting Minutes:  (Janice Hogan) The April Restoration Alliance meeting minutes were passed around for comments and approval.  Future draft minutes will be forwarded to all members through e-mail for review.  The final minutes will be placed on the Butte Restoration Alliance (RA) website prior to the next meeting.  Website address is www.butterestorationalliance.org

The Butte Natural Resource Council (BNRC):  (Pat Cunneen) The last BNRC meeting was held on May 10, 2010.  Joe Griffin, from the Department of Environmental Quality, discussed the Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit (BPSOU) 2006 Record of Decision (ROD).  The next meeting will be June 10, 2010, at 6pm, in the Thornton building.  Tom Malloy will discuss caps and the Butte Reclamation Evaluation System (BRES) for waste left in place. Steve Gallus will discuss the Heritage Museum project. The public is always welcome to attend.

Natural Resource Damage Program (NRDP) Grants: (Pat Cunneen) The NRDP advisory council will meet to review grant applications on June 16th in Deer lodge, July 21st in Butte, and August 18th  .   The NRDP is still accepting letters of support for these projects.   www.doj.mt.gov/lands/naturalresource/
The Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit (BPSOU) Consent Decree (CD) - The consent decree from the 2006 Butte Priorities Soils Operable Unit Record of Decision is not expected to be signed until the end of 2010.  

Syndicate Pit – Trees have been planted on the west bank as a visual block.  After seeding is done the reclamation will be complete.  

Granite Mountain Memorial Area (GMMA) – There will be a grand opening dedication ceremony for the memorial on June 6, 2010 at 1:30pm.  There will be activities throughout the weekend.  The EPA will have a bulletin (fact sheets) inserted in the Montana Standard and Butte Weekly about the Granite Mountain Memorial Area on Wednesday May 26.  This is the third bulletin.
Fact Sheets – If there are any other topics you would like to see covered in a bulletin, let Wendy know.  EPA will be inserting these bulletins (fact sheets) in the Montana Standard and Butte Weekly.  At present the aim is to do this on a monthly basis.

Mountain Con Mine Yard –The site will be completed in the spring of 2011.  Tom Malloy will give a tour of the Mountain Con mine yard on May 27, 2010, at 6pm.  The tour will view the reclamation/remediation work that has been done on the mine yard the last 18 months.   Anyone interested should meet at the mine yard entrance on the east end of Center Street.  

Metro Storm Drain (MSD) – The data from the MSD pumping test is being evaluated.  Additional wells are being placed near Blacktail Creek.
5-Year Review Process – The EPA is in the process of conducting a 5-year review of the effectiveness of the remedy being done at Butte Area Superfund sites.  The EPA will have a draft report done by the end of July 2010.  The final report is expected to be complete in September 2010.

Westside Soils Operable Unit - There is currently no plan or timeline for the Westside Soils Operable Unit cleanup.  There is a concern with an increasing number of homes being built in this operable unit and people using the area for recreation.  Wendy will bring the concern back to EPA in Helena.

Institutional Controls (IC) Implementation Plan – The Institutional Controls Implementation Plan was open for public comment from April 21 to May 21, 2010. The BPSOU ROD required Institutional Controls to be implemented where waste is left in place.  The EPA will respond to these comments in June.  Some controls addressed are storm water control and excavation protocol.  The plan is available at both the Butte EPA and CTEC offices.
Curbs and Gutters – curbs and gutters are being installed this summer to help control storm water runoff as part of the BPSOU ROD.
Aquatics Committee – (Jocelyn Dodge) Paul Babb has appointed a 15 member committee. The committee will come up with guidelines and an RFP for a contractor to build an outdoor aquatics facility in Butte.  The committee has toured possible locations and options.  Their next meeting will focus on criteria and guidelines for each site.  The Splash Park at Clark Park will open July 4, 2010. 

Montana Street Pedestrian Crossing – (Jon Sesso) The Montana Street pedestrian crossing has been approved but put on hold for now.  The RA supports the project and could help by producing a project development package.
Heritage Park Concept – The alliance historic sub-committee met to discuss the “Regional Historic Preservation Plan“ (RHHP) 1993.  The RHHP includes the framework for an historic park system.  The committee created a plan based on a concept not funding.  Efforts could be coordinated with restoration activities and the proposed heritage center building (Dennis & Phyllis Washington Foundation).  A PowerPoint presentation was created by the BRA historic preservation sub-committee and was presented to the alliance by Cindy McIlveen and Mark Reavis.  It was titled “A Heritage Park for Butte”.  The sub-committee asked for the okay to go forward in the name of the alliance to get more information from local groups and stakeholders.  The alliance can play a role in communicating with local groups, the heritage center steering committee, and the public.  The heritage park concept will need community support to make it happen.  There were no objections to move forward.  Cindy will e-mail the presentation to the alliance members.  The heritage park sub-committee will meet Thursday, May 27, at the Metals Bank Sports Bar at 7pm.  Anyone is welcome to attend.
2010 Project Priorities for the Butte Restoration Alliance – The June meeting will address alliance priorities for this year.
· Revisit the Restoration Alliance vision document.   “A Look Forward to 2020:  Butte-Silver Bow’s Project Priorities for the Natural Resource Damage Program”.  This paper was the founding document of the BRA’s vision group in 2006.    

· curbs and gutters
· Mt Con mine yard final design

· The Montana Street pedestrian crossing

· dog parks

· carousel project
· Montana Pole Superfund site re-development
· Parrott Tailings
· Heritage Park
Nick will e-mail the 2020 vision document and the Restoration Alliance prioritization list to members.
Next Meeting:  June 22, 2010, at the Holiday Inn Express, from 7-9 PM.

Facilitator:  
