Butte Restoration Alliance

Monthly Meeting Notes
March 23, 2010


         
Holiday Inn Express
7 – 8:30 PM
Facilitator:  Jocelyn Dodge
Attendees:  Jim Shive, Janice Hogan, Pete Godtland, Deb Bishop, and Suzzann Nordwick
 Guests- Pat Cunneen (NRD), Tom Malloy (B-SB Reclamation Manager), Joe Griffin (DEQ) and Jim Jarvis (B-SB)
The January and February Restoration Alliance meeting minutes were passed around for comments and approval.  Future draft minutes will be forwarded to all members for review.  The final minutes will be placed on the Butte Restoration Alliance (BRA) website prior to the next meeting. 
Restoration Alliance Membership – Eight current members of the alliance have chosen not continue in 2010. The deadline for turning in new applications was March 19, 2010.  Eleven new applications were received.  The alliance executive committee met March 22nd to review the new applications.  New members will be invited to the April meeting. A current list including new members will be available next month.  
This year one BRA co-chairperson is up for re-election.  The environmental and neighborhood enhancement sub-committee chairpersons are also up for re-election.

Butte Natural Resource Damage Council (BNRC) – Pat Cunneen – The council’s first meeting will be April 8, 2010.  This meeting will cover legal aspects.  No technical information will be covered.  The location is to be announced.  Paul Babb will appoint the chairperson for the council. They are considering having a website for the BNRC.

The data from the pumping test done at the Parrott site is being evaluated.  There will be a public meeting when the evaluation report is complete.  Three evaluations will be done on the same data.  The evaluations will be done by 1. The Natural Resource Damage Program (MBMG) 
2. Arco (Pioneer) and 3. The Environmental Protection Agency (CDM).
5-Year Review Process– Roger Hoogerheide, the EPA lead for the 5-year review, is doing a thorough job. There has been a lot of public input for the review.  CDM has interviewed over 100 citizens concerning their views on the effectiveness of the Superfund remedy in the Butte area.  CDM is the company writing the 5-year report for the EPA.  The 5–year review will have a draft report done by June 2010 with the final report done in September 2010.

The Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit (BPSOU) Consent Decree (CD) - Negotiations were held on March 23, 2010 for the BPSOU CD.  The CD is not expected to be signed until August 2010.  
Curbs and Gutters – Curbs and gutters are being installed on the Butte hill to control storm water runoff. Some sidewalks will be installed at the same time. It was suggested they be installed at the Original and Mt Con mine yards since public events are bring planned a those locations.
Parrot Tailings – There was a special meeting focusing on the most recent data from the Parrott Tailings February 23rd  before the regular BRA monthly meeting. 

Bus Barn – A new county bus barn is proposed to be built close to the other county buildings behind the Civic Center.  Stimulus money is being used to build the bus barn.  The council will receive bids for the construction of the bus barn at the next council meeting.  
Granite Mountain Memorial – There will be a grand opening ceremony June 6, 2010 for the memorial.

MT Con Mine Yard – There will be a tour of the Mt Con mine yard for the BRA and any interested parties to see the remediation work that has been performed over the last 18 months.  The tour will be April 29th at 6pm.  Anyone interested should meet at the entrance on the top of Center Street.  One of the BRA’s priorities in 2010 will be the mine yard’s final design. 
The Syndicate Pit - The reclamation is almost complete. The grass will be seeded this spring.
Arco Redevelopment Trust (RT) - The board for the trust will be formed after the BPSOU consent decree is signed. 
Montana Street Pedestrian Bridge – There was a public meeting held at the Council of Commissioner meeting, February 24, 2010, at the B-SB courthouse, as part of the Community Transportation Enhancement Program seeking comment on a list of projects.  

2010 Natural Resource Damage Program (NRDP) Grant Proposals – Tom Malloy passed out a letter showing the County’s proposed project grant applications to be submitted by April 9th to the NRDP:
· Hillcrest Open Space and Kids Fishing Ponds Project (with Skyline Sportsman) $1,400,000
· Big Hole Dam Rehabilitation Project:  Phase 2  - New Pump House $3,500,000
· Water System Conservation Measure: 
· Part A:  Meter Installation   $150,000
· Part B:  Big Hole Transmission Line Replacement Project (year 4)  $2,900,000
· Part C:  Distribution line Replacement Project (Year 10)  $1,550,000
The proposed projects will be presented at the Council of Commissioners meeting on March 24th.  Letters of support from the community are encouraged.  
Jocelyn presented other possible 2010 grant applications to the NRDP.

The East Ridge Foundation:  to complete the Maud S Canyon loop.

Mt Con Mine Yard Final Design Plan to hire a landscape architect

“Ä Look Forward to 2020:  Butte-Silver Bow’s Project Priorities for the Natural Resource Damage Program” was handed out (this paper was one of the founding document of the BRA’s vision group in 2006).  The paper was written in March of 2001.
The alliance agreed to provide letters of support for the Butte-Silver Bow projects and associated East Ridge work.  Additionally the alliance agreed to allow the co-chair to speak in support of the B-SB 2010 NRD grant request and specifically to speak in support of the kids fishing pond.
The B-SB 2010 document paper as well as a list of the BRA’s past projects and by-laws will be put in a folder to give to new BRA members. 
Butte Carousel – Pete Godtland – the Carousel committee has found a location they are very interested in locating the carousel.  The land is located west of the Chamber of Commerce.  It is a 6-acre site currently owned by Butte Silver-Bow.  The land is located in a flood plan so the ground will need to be investigated.  This site is close to the interstate and has good access.  Pete is drawing up plans for the site. The committee then plans to ask to council to lease the land.  

It is time to move on with the carousel project.  The committee is asking for community support to make the project a success.
Montana Pole Treatment Plant Superfund Site – 
Reuse Plan.  Future land use of the site needs to be coordinated with Lisa Dewitt (DEQ), Butte Silver Bow, and CTEC.  

2010 Project Planning for the Butte Restoration Alliance 
Curbs and Gutters
Mt Con Tour and Final Designs
The Montana Street Pedestrian Crossing

Dog Parks

Carousel Project
The Mt Pole Reuse

Parrott Tailings

2020 Document Review

Paul Babb and Jon Sesso will be invited to the April meeting
Next Meeting:  April 27, 2010, at the Holiday Inn Express, from 6-9 PM.

Facilitator:  Nick Jaynes
