Butte Restoration Alliance
Monthly Meeting Notes


                
June 22, 2010
         






Holiday Inn Express
7–9:00 PM
Facilitator:  Suzzann Nordwick
Attendees:  Jocelyn Dodge, Julie Crowley, Bill MacGregor, Janice Hogan, Dave Williams, Jim Shive,  Butch Gerbrandt, Deb Bishop, Pete Godtland, Brian Holland, Todd Hoar, Gordan Flanders, and Suzzann Nordwick.  
Guests:  Wendy Thomi (EPA), Pat Cunneen (NRDP), Tom Malloy (B-SB Reclamation), Jim Jarvis (B-SB Historic Preservation) Dori Skrukrud (B-SB Community Development) and Joe Griffin (DEQ).
Meeting Minutes:  (Janice Hogan) The May Restoration Alliance (RA) meeting minutes were passed around for comments and approval.  The final minutes will be placed on the Butte Restoration Alliance website.  The website address is www.butterestorationalliance.org

The Butte Natural Resource Council (BNRC):  (Pat Cunneen) The last BNRC meeting was held on June 10, 2010.  Tom Malloy discussed caps and the Butte Reclamation Evaluation System (BRES) for waste left in place on the Butte hill.  There will be a tour of the caps on July 12, 2010 at 6pm.  The next BNRC meeting will be July 15, 2010, at 6pm, in the Thornton building.  This meeting will focus on policies and procedures for the council.  The public is always welcome to attend.  
Natural Resource Damage Program (NRDP) Grants: (Pat Cunneen) The NRDP advisory council will meet to review the 5 Butte area grant applications on July 21st in Butte. The next advisory meeting will be held August 18th.   The NRDP is still accepting letters of support for these projects.   www.doj.mt.gov/lands/naturalresource/
Butte Area 5-Year Review Process - Environmental Protection Agency (EPA):  (Sara Sparks) 

The EPA is in the process of conducting a 5-year review of the effectiveness of the remedy being done at Butte Area Superfund sites.  The EPA will have a draft report done by the end of July 2010.  Mine Flooding, Rocker Treatment, and Warm Springs Ponds operable units are complete.  Butte Priority Soils and Streamside Tailings Operable units have not been completed.  The final report is expected to be released in September 2010.

The Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit (BPSOU) Consent Decree (CD):  (Sara Sparks)  The consent decree from the 2006 Butte Priorities Soils Operable Unit Record of Decision is not expected to be signed until the end of 2010.  

Granite Mountain Memorial Area (GMMA):  (Sara Sparks) There was a grand opening dedication ceremony for the memorial on June 6, 2010 at the GMMA.  There were activities throughout the weekend.  The Movie “Butte Original” sponsored by ARCO was shown at the Mother Lode Theater.

EPA Fact sheets:  (Wendy Thomi) The 4th EPA fact sheets will be inserted in the Montana Standard and Butte Weekly.  This fact sheet will cover the Upcoming Butte Area Clean up Work in 2010.  It will be released on Wednesday, June 30th. 
Fact Sheets – If there are any other topics you would like to see covered in a bulletin, let Wendy know.  EPA will be inserting these bulletins (fact sheets) in the Montana Standard and Butte Weekly.  At present the aim is to do this on a monthly basis.

Mountain Con Mine Yard –The site will be completed in the spring of 2011.  Tom Malloy gave a tour of the Mountain Con mine yard on May 27, 2010.  The tour viewed the reclamation/remediation work that has been done on the mine yard the last 18 months.     

Metro Storm Drain (MSD) – The data from the MSD pumping test is being evaluated.  Additional wells are being placed near Blacktail Creek.
Westside Soils Operable Unit - There is currently no plan or timeline for the Westside Soils Operable Unit cleanup.  There is a concern with an increasing number of homes being built in this operable unit and people using the area for recreation.  
Curbs and Gutters – curbs and gutters are being installed this summer to help control storm water runoff as part of the BPSOU ROD.
Pit Watch – The Pit watch committee placed a full page ad in the Mt Standard to supplement it’s printed summer 2009 publication.  
Original Mine yard Restoration Project: (Jim Jarvis) Jim passed out the “Original Mine Yard Restoration Project”.  The sheet describes the 10-acre parcel and priorities for the Original hoist houses and garage.  Jim would like community input on a future vision for the site.  It was recommended he contact the MSU Architectural School to look at schemes drafted by the school in the past.  Julie Crowley also has a list of projects done by Bill MacGregor’s students.  The Alliance could sponsor a public display.  

This could be a place to get a community conversation started for the future vision.  

B-SB is trying to get the Original hoist house open for the Folk Festival and the garage completed by the end of the summer. Tours of the engine room/hoist house are being planned during the Folk Festival. 
Mine Yard Head Frames: (Jim Jarvis) Nine mine yard head frames will need stair work done.  Jim passed out a draft letter he wrote to get funding to build stairs for the head frames.  He would like the Restoration Alliance support the request.  The Alliance voted to support the request.

Butte-Silver Bow Community Development:  (Dori Skrukrud) B-SB Community Development and the Office of Economic Development have merged, with Karen Byrnes as Director.  
Continental Public Land Trust (CPLT):  (Dori Skrukrud) B-SB County will be receiving donated properties from the CPLT.  These sites will be analyzed for future redevelopment potential or beneficial use to the City-County (i.e. stormwater management.)
Developer’s Bid Packet Proposals:  (Dori Skrukrud) A developer’s bid package for a tax deed property in Walkerville and along East Park Street will soon be released.  The property in Walkerville is a residence on Dunn Avenue and the vacant lots are located on the Southeast corner of Oklahoma and Park Street.
Butte/Silver Bow Tax Increment Financing Industrial District -Rural (TIFIF): (Dori Skrukrud) Kristen Rosa is working on getting an easement for a sewer line from the rural TIFID (south of Ramsay) to Metro.  Rural residences will have the opportunity to tie into the main.  This would help protect groundwater resources and open opportunities for additional development in the Rocker area. 
Stormwater Management Improvement:  (Dori Skrukrud)  The URA and the East Butte RRA are providing assistance for the installation of sidewalks, curbs, and gutters to assist in stormwater management and control of sedimentation flowing into Silver Bow Creek.
Senior Citizen Affordable Housing:  (Dori Skrukrud) A 48-unit senior affordable housing complex is being built just north of the Atherton Apartments along Continental Drive.  There is currently a waiting list for senior housing throughout Butte.
Greenway Trail System: (Dori Skrukrud) The budget from the Natural Resource Damage Program for the greenway has been reduced by the governor.  The Greenway project is asking the Alliance to provide support and be a messenger for the project, in that millions of dollars have been spent by the Greenway Service District (GSD) on restoration and public access aspects of this project.  50% of the $14 million granted for the Greenway has been expended to date and the GSD will commence two projects in the summer of 2010, trail construction between Silver Bow and Ramsay and trailhead development at Whiskey Gulch and Rocker Depot.   

2010 Project Priorities for the Butte Restoration Alliance: (Jocelyn Dodge)   Jocelyn passed out the 1st year goals of the members. How does the alliance want to operate in 2010 and what projects does it want to take on?  What is our role and how do we interact with the community and other groups.  What is our process?  What is the best role for us?  Do members want to do away with sub-committees since a lot of projects have overlap?  The discussion was opened up to members to talk about.

Some ideas brought up were for the alliance:

· to become a more permanent, established entity by becoming a 501-3-C organization.  This would provide opportunities to apply for grants and hire a paid staff person.  It also would make it hard to keep as an alliance and not a competitor.   

· focus on the final end vision of the Mt Con mine yard after the remediation is done. Work with B-SB
· provide outreach for the final end vision of the Original mine yard.  Work with B-SB
· Greenway Project support.  Write a letter of support and provide public outreach.
· Parrott tailing issues.
· Butte Natural Resource Council support.  In the next 2 years there will be opportunities for the alliance to advocate and provide comments.  The alliance could provide community education and outreach.
· Interface with community development.  The alliance could be part of the process and focus on neighborhood projects.
· possible parks and recreation and cultural resource overlap.  The alliance could help provide ideas on how it could work.
· have updates provided in writing before the meeting so time isn’t taken up during the meeting. 
· Revisit the Restoration Alliance vision document.   “A Look Forward to 2020:  Butte-Silver Bow’s Project Priorities for the Natural Resource Damage Program”.      

· curbs and gutters

· dog parks

· carousel project

· Heritage Park

Wendy Thomi suggested the alliance plan for one meeting to focus, energize and move forward.  Agree on priorities and vote on them.  Wendy offered to help with the process.  Wendy, Jocelyn and Suzzann will work on this. 

Heritage Park Concept:  (Julie Crowley) The new project based committee has been formed to work on the Heritage Park Idea.  Julie asked the restoration alliance to write a letter to the governor about the heritage park idea stating what Natural Resource Damage funds could be used for. The subcommittee is also looking at federal support available for a designated National Heritage Area.  
Next Meeting:  July 27, 2010, at the Holiday Inn Express, from 7-9 PM.

Facilitator:  
