Butte Restoration Alliance
Monthly Meeting Notes
April 27, 2010


         
Holiday Inn Express
7–9:00 PM
Facilitator:  Nick Jaynes
Attendees:  Jocelyn Dodge, Mark Reavis, Keri Petritz, David Abrams, David Williams, Janice Hogan, Josh Yarrington, John Pantano, Butch Gerbrandt, Julie Crowley, Kriss Douglass, Rick Appleman, John Ray, Bob Worley, Barbara Miller, Deb Bishop, Bill Macgregor, George Everett, Pete Godtland, Suzzann Nordwick, Brian Holland, and Gordon Flanders.  
Guests:  Paul Babb (B-SB), Jon Sesso (B-SB), Nick Tucci (MBMG), Pat Cunneen (NRDP), Tom Malloy (B-SB Reclamation Manager), Jim Jarvis (B-SB), Sheri Jarvis, and Sara Sparks (EPA).
Restoration Alliance Membership:  This was the first meeting for the new 2010 Restoration Alliance members.  Everyone present introduced themselves and told one thing they would like to see happen over the next year.  Jocelyn will summarize these comments and e-mail them to the group.  A revised list of members will be available next month.
Meeting Minutes:  (Janice Hogan) The March Restoration Alliance meeting minutes were passed around for comments and approval.  Future draft minutes will be forwarded to all members through e-mail for review.  The final minutes will be placed on the Butte Restoration Alliance (RA) website prior to the next meeting.  www.butterestorationalliance.org
Restoration Alliance Welcome: (Nick Jaynes) Nick narrated a PowerPoint presentation giving an overview of the alliance.

Paul Babb and Jon Sesso welcomed and thanked the group for their efforts.  The alliance message has been heard and is instrumental in Butte-Silver Bow policy.  Over the next two to five years there will be very important decisions to be made.  The alliance is encouraged to continue to speak up.
Alliance members suggested it would be helpful to have a summary of what funds are available and the parameters of each for the Butte area?  Does anyone know of such a summary?    
The Butte Natural Resource Council (BNRC):  (Pat Cunneen) The BNRC held their first meeting on April 8, 2010.  The nine member advisory council covered the laws of the Natural Resource Damage Program (NRDP) lawsuit.  The next meeting will be May 10, 2010.  Joe Griffin, from the Department of Environmental Quality will discuss the Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit (BPSOU) 2006 Record of Decision (ROD).  The public is always welcome to attend.
Natural Resource Damage Program (NRDP) Grants: (Pat Cunneen) Applications for the NRDP grants were due April 9, 2010.  $7.5 million dollars is available this round.  $18 million dollars in proposed grants were received.  Applications were received from Butte-Silver Bow for 1) Hillcrest Open Space and Kids Fishing Pond 2) Big Hole Dam Rehabilitation Project:  Phase 2 – New Pump House 3) Water System Conservation Measure a: Meter Installation b: Big Hole Transmission Line Replacement, year 4 c: Distribution Line replacement Project, year 10.  Anaconda submitted a grant to meter their entire residential water system.  Rocky Mountain Super Computer submitted a request to create a website to coordinate all Superfund restoration data.  East Ridge Foundation submitted a grant application for the Maud S Canyon trail system.   The NRDP advisory council is meeting April 21, 2010. 

www.doj.mt.gov/lands/naturalresource/
Remediation Activities:  (Sara Sparks)  

The Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit Consent Decree (CD) - The consent decree from the 2006 Butte Priorities Soils Operable Unit Record of Decision is not expected to be signed until October 2010.  

Arco Redevelopment Trust (RT) - The board for the trust will be formed after the BPSOU consent decree is signed.

Syndicate Pit – Trees were planted last week.  The reclamation of the site will be complete after the drip irrigation system is installed next week.  

Granite Mountain Memorial – There will be a grand opening dedication ceremony for the memorial on June 6, 2010.  There will be activities though out the weekend.
Mountain Con Mine Yard –The site will be complete next spring.

Metro Storm Drain (MSD) – The data from the MSD pump test is being evaluated.
EPA 2010 Work Projects  
-  curbs and gutters are being installed on the Butte hill to control storm water runoff

-  underground storm water cleanout
-  remove seep found at the Butte Reduction Works
-  remove sediment from Silver Bow Creek
-  Metro Storm Drain work

-  construction of an overflow pond across from the Chamber of Commerce
5-Year Review Process – The EPA is in the process of conducting a 5-year review of the effectiveness of the remedy being done at Butte Area Superfund sites. The EPA has also interviewed over 100 citizens asking their opinions on the effectiveness of the Superfund remedy in the Butte area.  The EPA will have a draft report done by June 2010.  The final report will complete in September 2010.

Institutional Controls (IC) Implementation Plan – The Institutional Controls Implementation Plan is open for public comment from April 21 to May 21, 2010. The BPSOU ROD required Institutional Controls to be implemented.  Some controls addressed are storm water control and excavation protocol.  The plan is available at both the Butte EPA and CTEC offices.
Butte-Silver Bow Restoration Activities:  (Tom Malloy) Tom is the Butte-Silver Bow Reclamation Manager.  He will offer tours and maps of the Butte to anyone interested. 

Mountain Con Mine Yard - Tom will give a tour of the Mountain Con mine yard on April 29, 2010, at 6pm.  The tour will view the reclamation/remediation work that has been done on the mine yard the last 18 months.   Anyone interested should meet at the mine yard entrance on the top of Center Street.  

Butte Reclamation Evaluation System (BRES) – Cap work will be done throughout the summer. The BRES system prioritizes what cap work needs to be done in the BPSOU.

Bus Barn – There is no change in the status of the new county bus barn to be constructed with stimulus money.  It is proposed to be built close to the other county buildings behind the Civic Center.  

Curbs and Gutters – Some sidewalks will be installed at the same time curbs and gutters are being installed.
2010 Project Planning Proposals for the Butte Restoration Alliance – 
· Revisit the Restoration Alliance vision document.   “A Look Forward to 2020:  Butte-Silver Bow’s Project Priorities for the Natural Resource Damage Program”.  This paper was the founding document of the BRA’s vision group in 2006.    

· curbs and gutters
· Mt Con mine yard tour and final designs
· The Montana Street pedestrian crossing

· dog parks

· carousel project
· Montana Pole Superfund site re-development
· Parrott Tailings

Nick will e-mail the 2020 vision document and the Restoration Alliance prioritization list to members.
Parrott Tailings – (Kriss Douglass-Pat Cunneen) Pat has 50 copies of the delineation report presented by Nick Tucci in April to the RA.  The delineation tests were done to try to determine where the Parrott tailings are located.  

Arco performed a pump test required under the BPSOU ROD.  Three separate evaluations are being done on the data. ARCO (Pioneer), NRDP (MBMG) and EPA (CDM).  MBMG will present findings from the NRDP evaluation in the future.  The pump test has led to the fingerprint study to determine if all ground water is being captured by the Metro Storm Drain?  

What do you tell the public when they ask about the Parrott site?  Studies are looking to see if the contaminants are affecting the surface water or f all contaminants are being captured by the Metro Storm Drain. When looking at the Metro Storm Drain, most recent work should be looked at not the original design.

Montana Pole Treatment Plant Superfund Site – Citizens’ Technical Environmental Committee (CTEC) is planning a meeting for the Mt Pole Superfund site on May 13, 2010 at 7pm.  Lisa Dewitt (DEQ) and Roger Hoogerheide (EPA) will speak about the site’s activities and the 5-year review planned for the site.  Restoration Alliance members are encouraged to come.  **The May 13th meeting has been postponed to a future date to be announced**.   www.CTEC@montana.com
Heritage Cultural Center – Governor Schweitzer is proposing that a Heritage Cultural Center be built in Butte using Natural Resource Damage Program funds combined with private donations.  Jon Sesso is positive on the idea. History and cultural resource development are important in restoration of the area. There was some discussion on the subject.  It will be discussed further at next month’s meeting.
Next Meeting:  May 25, 2010, at the Holiday Inn Express, from 7-9 PM.

Facilitator:  Julie Crowley
